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uncertainty can affect everything from what
food parents put on the table to where they
can go on vacation. With the four steps I've
laid out, Congress now has a clear path to
begin easing the strain high gas prices put
on your family’s pocketbook. These proposals
will take years to have their full impact, so
1 urge Congress to take action as soon as pos-
sible. Together we can meet the energy chal-
lenges we face and keep our economy the
strongest, most vibrant, and most hopeful in
the world.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:40 a.m. on
June 20 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 21. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 20 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Memorandum on the 2008
Combined Federal Campaign

June 19, 2008

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: 2008 Combined Federal Campaign

Admiral Thad W. Allen, Commandant of
the U.S. Coast Guard, has agreed to serve
as the Honorary National Chairman of the
2008 Combined Federal Campaign. I ask you
to enthusiastically support the CFC by per-
sonally chairing the campaign in your agency
and by exhorting top agency officials around
the country to do the same.

The Combined Federal Campaign is an
important way for Federal employees to sup-
port thousands of worthy charities. Public
servants not only contribute to the campaign
but also assume leadership roles to ensure
its success.

Your personal support and enthusiasm will
help positively influence thousands of em-
ployees and will guarantee another successful
campaign.

George W. Bush

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 23.
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Remarks Honoring the 2007
Women’s National Basketball
Association Champion Phoenix
Mercury

June 23, 2008

The President. Thanks for coming. Please
be seated. Welcome to the White House.
And it is fitting that we use the East Garden
because, one, this is rarely used; and two,
it is an opportunity for me to welcome a lot
of people to the—that are here to see the
WNBA champs, Phoenix Mercury. And
we're glad you came.

People who follow sport in America will
know that the Phoenix Mercury played to-
gether as a great team, and they brought new
glory to women’s athletics and the sport of
basketball. As they like to say, “Mighty Mer-
cury, we are number one!” [Laughter] And
these women proved it.

I want to thank Jay Parry, president and
COO of the Phoenix Mercury, for joining us.
Ann Meyers Drysdale, the general manager
of the Phoenix Mercury—where is your son?
There he is. Kind of looks like the big right-
hander. You're right. [Laughter]

Corey Gaines, the head coach—Coach,
thanks for coming, proud you're here. I par-
ticularly want to pay my respects to the co-
captains of the team, Cappie Pondexter and
Diana Taurasi.

Now, this is not the first time that Diana
has been here to the White House. She came
with the mighty UConn Huskies. And she
told me she was going to amount to some-
thing in life when I saw her. [Laughter] She
said, “I will be back,” and she is, as the cham-
pion. Welcome. Glad you're here.

And I wish these two great athletes all the
best at the Olympics in Beijing. They're
going to be carrying on the great tradition
of women’s basketball here in the United
States. And even though it’s going to be
tough—a lot of teams are getting ready for
them—they're going to come back with the
gold. And America will be proud.

I welcome the other athletes on the stage
and the newly—the new athletes who have
joined the Phoenix Mercury. Must be pretty
cool to be playing with champs. T bet it’s
wearing off on you, what it means to make
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the sacrifices necessary to win the title and
be invited here in the White House.

I want to welcome Congressman Trent
Franks. Congressman, thanks for coming.
Thanks for taking an interest in the Phoenix
Mercury. I know they’re proud to have your
support.

I welcome members of the Jr. WNBA that
have joined us. Thanks for coming. Thanks
for taking an interest in women’s basketball.
I want to—do thank—do want to thank the
WNBA representatives and  personnel
who've joined us; appreciate you promoting
women’s athletics. As the father of twin girls,
there’s nothing better than having good role
models for girls to look at. And there are no
better role models than women basketball
players. They're great athletes; they're well-
conditioned people; they’re disciplined.

I want to welcome the Phoenix fans here,
professionally known as the “X-Factor.” I
know these women really love the fact that
they play in a city that supports them. And
I hope the fans that, you know, aren’t here
recognize that even here in Washington, DC,
we've heard of the Phoenix Mercury, and
proud to have them come.

The team’s playoff slogan was, “One team,
one city, one goal.” And they've fulfilled the
goal. You became the first WNBA team in
history to win a championship on the road.
For the second year in a row, you set the
record for the highest scoring average in
WNBA history.

You were led ably by Coach Paul
Westhead. I know he is proud of the women.
And Corey Gaines was the assistant coach,
so he had the pleasure of being part of a
championship program. And he knows what
it takes to get you in a position where you
can win this year as well. Of course, I'm not
going to be around to welcome you, but play
hard anyway. [Laughter]

A thing I love about this team—and a lot
of champions that I get to recognize here
at the White House—is the fact that they
understand you’re a champ on the courts and
youre a champ off the courts. The—this
team spent weekends on a Habitat for Hu-
manity program called Women Build. They
served meals at homeless shelters. They hon-
ored breast cancer survivors. They helped
sign up runners for Race for the Cure. They

895

collected water bottles from fans and do-
nated them to the Salvation Army’s Extreme
Heat Emergency Project. They participated
in Read to Achieve. They helped stuff
backpacks with supplies for underprivileged
children.

They support the Jr. WNBA program, fully
understanding that promoting healthy life-
styles is good for America. And there’s no
better way to have a healthy lifestyle than
to participate in athletics. They've done their
duty as citizens of the United States. I'm hon-
ored to welcome you. I'm proud of your
championship trophy. I thank you for what
you do for the country. May God bless you
all.

Ann Meyers Drysdale. Mr. President, on
behalf of the 2007 WNBA champion Phoenix
Mercury, we’d like to thank you for your invi-
tation to the White House. The Phoenix
Mercury and the WNBA is all about leader-
ship, being a strong role model, teamwork,
and making a difference in others’ lives.

This team accomplished a lot last year and
had a lot of firsts. The coaches, fans, and
players never stopped believing in them-
selves. Mr. President, we know your support
for the Phoenix Mercury is genuine because
of the influence of the women in your life.

The President. Yes.

Ms. Meyers Drysdale. All First Ladies—
your graceful mother, your classy wife

The President. Thank you.

Ms. Meyers Drysdale.
strong-willed daughters.
think?

The President. Yes, that’s why my hair
is white. [Laughter]

Ms. Meyers Drysdale. We are very proud
of this team. And on behalf of the Phoenix
Mercury, we’'d like our two Olympians,
Diana Taurasi and Cappie Pondexter, to
present you with a Phoenix Mercury jersey
and a replica banner of our championship.

your very
[Laughter] You

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. in the
East Garden at the White House.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
of the Philippines

June 24, 2008

President Bush. Madam President, it is
a pleasure to welcome you back to the Oval
Office. We have just had a very constructive
dialog. First, I want to tell you how proud
I am to be the President of a nation that—
in which there’s a lot of Philippine Ameri-
cans. They love America, and they love their
heritage. And I reminded the President that
I am reminded of the great talent of the—
of our Philippine Americans when I eat din-
ner at the White House. [Laughter]

President Macapagal-Arroyo. Yes.

President Bush. And the chef is a great
person and a really good cook, by the way,
Madam President.

President Macapagal-Arroyo.
you.

President Bush. We talked about our
friendship, our bilateral relations, and we
spent some time on foreign policy.

First, I expressed our deep condolences
to those who suffered as a result of the ty-
phoon. And I know there’s some families that
are hurting. Some are wondering whether or
not their loved ones will, you know, reappear.
We, the American people, care about the
human suffering that’s taking place, and we
send our prayers.

Secondly, I informed the President—Sec-
retary Gates informed the President, through
me, that the United States will move the USS
Ronald Reagan, a large aircraft carrier, to
help with the assistance, along with other
U.S. Navy assets. Madam President, we're
happy to do it. We want to help our friends
in a time of need.

We talked about, you know, food, and I
assured the President we’ll continue to help.
We helped with rice in the past. And, you
know, I'm proud of my country. We give a
lot of food aid. And this is a time where
America needs to step up, and we will,
Madam President.

We talked about our mutual desire to ad-
vance—how important it is to move forward
bilateral and multilateral trade agendas. I'm
a—I believe trade is beneficial to both our
countries. I'm hopeful we can get a Doha

Thank
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round done; we strategized together about
how we can move the process.

I congratulated the President on her
strong stand on counterterrorism—more
than strong stand—effective stand on
counterterrorism as well as laying out a vision
for peace. The President’s been very strong
in having a carrots-and-sticks approach.
“Sticks,” of course, say we’re not going to
allow for people to terrorize our citizens; the
“carrot” approach is that there’s peace avail-
able.

And we talked about Burma—the area, the
region. The President’s been a very strong
leader when it comes to the freedom agenda
and human dignity.

And so, all in all, we had a very construc-
tive talk. I'm proud you're here.

President Macapagal-Arroyo.
you.

President Bush. Thanks for coming.

President Macapagal-Arroyo. Thank
you. Thank you all. Mr. President, with your
permission, I'd like to address our country-
men in our native language.

Thank

[At this point, President Macapagal-Arroyo
spoke in Tagalog, and her remarks were
translated as follows.]

Interpreter. Fellow countrymen, America
is a strong ally in supporting our efforts to
strengthen our economy and reinforce our
democracy. The Philippines and the United
States have a strong relationship, and we are
here today to discuss important bilateral
issues with President Bush, members of his
administration, and congressional leaders. As
President Bush mentioned, we will focus our
discussions, now more than ever, on food
shortages, defense cooperation, and eco-
nomic aid. Together with our friends, such
as America, let us join forces and move our
country forward towards the company of
First World, developed nations over the next
20 years.

Long live the Philippines, and long live the
friendship between the Philippines and the
United States.

President Bush. 1 couldn’t have said it
better myself. [Laughter] Thank you, Madam
President.

President Macapagal-Arroyo.
you. Thank you.

Thank



